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GEARING UP FOR CLASSES

Building an ST

St. John Regional and Spalding
complete major new buildings

By GEORGE P. MATYSEK JR.
Staff correspondent

While schools throughout the
Archdiocese of Baltimore have been
busy this summer updating class-
rooms, painting and improving their
facilities, St. John Regional Catholic
School in Frederick and Archbishop
Spalding High School in Severn have
really had their hands full as work-
ers put the finishing touches on new,
multimillion-dollar buildings.

St. John Regional is moving from
its former location in downtown Fred-
erick to a brand-new two-story build-
ing five miles away on Opposumtown
Pike, while Archbishop Spalding has
added a single-story academic and
athletic center on its existing campus

in Anne Arundel County.
| The new school in Frederick is a
76.800-square-foot facility that rests
on a 27-acre site. Designed by Bow-
ie Gridley of Washington, it features
more than 25 classrooms, ample
office space, computer and science
labs, a library and separate rooms for
band, art and the Quest program.

A chapel that seats 30 people is
one of the central components of the
building, which also boasts a gym-
nasium/cafeteria, playgrounds and
athletic fields.

Nearly all the grade levels will be
operating at the goal of three classes
each in the building’s inaugural year,
according to Ms. Smith, who said the
school has welcomed 100 new stu-
dents in grades 1-8 and 40 students in
the new pre-K program.

“It’s a wonderful facility,” said Ms.
Smith, noting the school will be ready
for operation as the fall semester gets
underway.

St. John raised more than $6.1 mil-
lion in a capital campaign to help pay

for the $13 million project.

At Archbishop Spalding, the new
academic and athletic center is still
under construction, but is slated to
open on Nov. 1. The building is the
result of “Expanding the Spirit,” the
first capital campaign in the school’s
history. The campaign was established
to raise $3.2 million, of which, $2.5
million has been contributed toward
the new $5.3 million structure. -

The building will house eight class-
rooms, a new 1,000 seat multicourt
gymnasium, a fitness-training center,
locker rooms and a multipurpose lob-
by. Plans call for new athletic fields
in the future, which will be developed
on the adjacent farmland purchased
by the school in 2003.

Martha Wentz, Archbishop Spald-
ing’s director of institution advance-
ment, said the results of a focus group
conducted by the school four years
ago showed the number one prior-
ity for the school’s future was hav-
ing small class sizes. The additional
classroom space will allow the school
to have classes of about 22 students to
a room, she said.

Enrollment for the coming school
year is 1,050, within the range of
between 1,000-1,100 that Archbish-
op Spalding has set as its enrollment
goal, she said.

The new building will provide a
new main entryway and a plaza area
while the new gym will provide plenty
of space for athletic events and allow
large groups of students to gather in
one place for dances and other events,
Ms. Wentz said. The existing gym
will be used for physical education
classes, practices and other events.

Construction is continuing on Archbishop
Spalding High School’s new facilities in
Severn. (CR file)
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Tom Fedor/The Gazette

St. John's Regional Catholic School Principal Karen Smith (right) tests prospective students Mon-
day morning in the media center of the school's new campus at 8414 Oppossumtown Pike. The
school has about 600 students enrolled and can accept up to 750 students.

Catholic school opens new doors

by Diana Mota Morgan
| Staff Witer

St. John Regional Catholic
School .students are just a few
- weeks away from attending their
new, state-of-the-art facility.
© “It's unbelievable. It's truly
unbelievable,” said Principal
Karen Smith. “It really
you wonder how we functioned
in the other building, but we did.
Smdetrit:s didn’t seem to mind,
~even thou, had a parkin,
lot for a phyérmd." 4 E
_ During the summer, little by
little the school has moved out of
its old home at 114 E. Second St.,
in downtown Frederick, and re-
located to 8414 Opossumtown
Pike. The school was in the
downtown for 175 years.

“We're one of the oldest.

- Catholic schools on the eastern
seaboard and we're taking that
history and tradition with us,”
Smith said. “We're still going to
tt)iffer"ﬂle same faith-based educa-

= .

~ While Smith is excited about
the move, she said the down-
town location had its perks.

“There were definitely some
pluses,” such as walking field
trips to the Weinberg Center for
the Arts, and other historical
sites, she said. “It was just the
lack of space. A lot of times, we

* had to turn people away.”

. The new space gives the
sc:h_oolt r%tml ot&m grodugv said Jean
Wright, " development

* director. The school currently has
about 600 students enrolled and
can accept up to 750 students,

. she said. “We're still testing new

students and still accepting ap-
plications.”

Ellen Santucci, who has
taught kindergarten at St. John
for 13 years, had one word to de-
scribe the new school: awesome.

“It's huge,” Santucci said.
“We have bigger classrooms, a
computer lab and an actual li-
brary. We're also going to have a

layground” — items missing

om the Second Street location.
“And no more parking tickets,”
she said, laughing.

The new faci%ity includes a
computer lab with 30 worksta-
tions, a media center and a sci-
ence lab. :

Amy Aguilar, whose two chil-

ward to the air-conditioning.
“Sometimes [at the old building]
we got out because of the
heat. I think they’ve done a great
job to meet a lot of the needs that
weren’t met at the old school.”

. Smith said the school commu-
nity raised more than $30,000 to
add two playgrounds — one for

pre-kmdtﬁrdgarten and kinder-

i’arhen students and a one
r other grades, she said. The
school unds also include
sports fields. .

“Things are coming along
very wdf?' Wright sani . “There
havel;‘et.nﬁnn; major ﬂ\eissues. We're
just on i
octin” s i, S expeced
ev tode in place when
;tzhge ‘students Aug.

.Smiﬂ\cxedits_yheke\f.l(eiﬂy

Boisvert of St. Katharine Drexel
parish with making the school a
reality. “It's because of Father
Keith and parishioners’ support.

“They gave us vision and encour-

agement through this whole
process.” =

The school and church will
share the new space until a sepa-
rate church building can be con-
structed at the 25-acre location in
the future, Smith said. Presently,
the congregation meets in the
theater at Frederick Community
College on Sundays and at Faith

United Church of Christ on_

Opossumtown Pike on Satur-
day'l?uiﬁonforﬂieschoolisww
for full-day programs and $2,856
for half-day programs for
Catholic ents, according to
the school’s Web site — and
$5,620 for full-day programs and
$3,372 for half-day programs for
non-Catholic students. There are
tuition reductions for enrolling
more than one student per
household. Financial assistance

is approved by the Middle States
Association of Schools and Col-
leges.
Shnimtshavedn;c:hmog—
um:spﬂdsll,m st eda-
Fxmﬁm and music, as well as
math, science, English and reli-

- Karen Smith
St. John Regional Catholic School,
Frederick
After serving as interim principal last year,
Karen Smith will be the new principal of St.
John Regional Catholic School in Frederick.
Ms. Smith, a parishioner of the Holy Family
Catholic Community in Middletown, taught
at the school for four years before taking the
position of assistant principal last fall. Mrs.
Smith has 20 years of teaching experience.
With bachelor’s and master’s degrees in
education from William Patterson University
in New Jersey, she completed her certifica-
tion in administration and supervision from
Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore.
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The Friends of Catholic Education held its annual

g

banquet this week. From left are Al Edwards, president

of FOCE board of directors; Mike McGowan, FOCE board member; Jim Plamondon, 2005 John McElroy

Award recipient; Rev. Keith W. Boisvert, 2005 John McEI
board member.

roy Award recipient; and Mary Fourcade, FOCE

Catholic education award given

FREDERICK — Friends of
Catholic Education Inc. earlier
this week awarded the 2005 McEl-
roy Award to the Rev. Keith
%Iihsvert and James N. Plamon-

The award was presented dur-
ing the Annual McElroy Award
Dinner and ceremony at
Ceresville Mansion. For the past
14 years, FOCE has awarded its

John Regional Catholic School’s

Cabiatten, Stnibt e, Ml
excess
of $6 million to build a new schoo
on Opossumtown Pike. :

Mr. Plamondon is co-president
of The Plamondon Companies, :
based in Frederick. The Rev.

Boisvert is pastor of St.

- Mount St. Mary’s University.
whose

Keynoting the address was Lt.
Gov. Michael Steele. John Fiesel-

- er, executive director of the
= s s B
r as " of cere-

)

- Inc. is a local non-profit

Friends of Catholic Education
tion that supports Catholic
School Education at the elemen-

- Students

pitch in for

“hurricane
relief

By KrLLY ANN HINCHCLIFFE
News-Post Staff

- FREDERICK — In this col-
umn last week I asked students

na relief efforts planned.
- I was so happy to see the
responses. Here are some of the

‘ e-mails and calls I received:

W Jean Wright, director of
development/admissions for St.
John Regional Catholic School,

be contributing to relief efforts
making contributions to

by
CitholicschoolsintheNew

Orleans area. The “Child to Child:

A Catholic Education i
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Cardinal William H. Keeler blesses a classroom at the new St. John Regional Catholic School Oct. 2.
Dey:onleﬁreySuttemnn. Principal Karen Smith and Father Keith Boisvert, St. Katharine Drexel mission
parish administrator, joined the cardinal in procession as he blessed the interior of the school building.

. c i : ;
C - MAIN POINTS
ardinal deaicates =
school is
; a 76,800-
o square-foot
erlc SC OO M It includes
25 classrooms,
By GEORGE P. MATYSEK JR. smiling parents snapped photos of i o)
Staff correspondent the historic event. 3 ang i i 4
It was a moment the people of ::bsaa Hbrary,
FREDERICK — Leading a joy- Frederickhad dreamed of formore  Cong and art
ous procession of more than 400 than four years, having invested ro%ms,fchapel
peopie firough the wide corridors  Joug hours of planwing and fund- - e REEIEE
of the new St John Regional Cath- raising to complete the two-story, ~ ©
olic School in Frederick, Cardinal 76,800-square-foot facility.
William H. Keeler sprinkled holy = Moments before the Oct. 2 bless-
water inside gleaming classrooms ing, Cardinal Keeler addressed

and state-of-the-art labs while

See ST. JOHN on Page A4

e
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St. John Regional School
dedicates new building

Continued from Page 3 ;
parents, teachers, administrators and students
in a sun-splashed outdoor ceremony attended
by Bishop W. Francis Malooly, western vicar;
Dr. Ronald J. Valenti, superintendent of Catho-
lic schools; pastors of Frederick-area churches;
and several Frederick County commissioners.
In addition to serving as a school, the build-
ing will be the temporary pastoral home of
St. Katharine Drexel parish in Frederick as
that fast-growing, 600-family faith commu-
nity works to build its church on the same 27-
acre site on Oppost n Pike which it pro-
vided as a home for the school. =
.“Students come here in search of knowl-
edge and truth, and the parishioners of St.
Katharine Drexel come to worship God,”
said Cardinal Keeler, noting that he appre-
ciates the “enormity” of what the Catho-

lic community in Fréderick has achieved in.

building the facility.

“Congratulations to all of you present here
for what you have done to make this possi-
ble,” he said. :

The cardinal said Catholic education has a

rich tradition in Frederick, with the newest.

St. John school serving as the third building
in the school’s history. The previous building,
located about five miles away in downtown
Frederick, had become too small to accom-
modate the growing student population.

“Faith-based education is so critical,” Car-
dinal Keeler said. “Tt helps our young people
integrate religion into daily life.”

Dr. Valenti said the new building is “more
than steel and brick and mortar.”

“L et it be known to all who enter here that
Christ is the reason for this school, the ever-
present teacher,” the superintendent said.

Jim Plamondon, co-chair of the capi-
tal campaign that raised $7 million toward
the $14 million structure, told The Catholic
Review that it was an “incredible thrill to
see the work of so many people result in this

beautiful facility.” .

The capital campaign was unique because
it relied on the contributions of more than
2,300 people and not just a few individuals
who made very large gifts, he said.

“Jt really was a grassroots effort,” said Mr.

Plamondon, noting that the school’s biggest

gift was a bequest of more than $1 million
from a longtime St. John parishioner.
Father Keith Boisvert, co-chair of the cap-
ital campaign and pastor of St. Katharine
Drexel, said the campaign was a success

‘because people believed in the project.

“You get the feeling that we’ve. made a his-

 toric contribution to the Frederick communi-

ty,” said Father Boisvert. “I hope this build-
ing will serve for another 100 years.”

“In recognition of their fund-raising efforts,
Father Boisvert and Mr. Plamondon were
recognized by the Friends of Catholic Edu-
cation as this year’s recipients of the McEl-

_ roy Award during a ceremony at the Ceres-

ville Mansion in Frederick, Sept. 27. Lt. Gov.
Michael Steele was the keynote speaker.
‘Karen Smith, principal of the inter-parish
school, said the new building is a tremen-
dous improvement over St. John’s former
home: More than 100 new students have been
welcomed this year, allowing the school to
expand into a three-track school that allows

There are double classes for grades five, sev-
en and eight. A new pre-kindergarten pro-
gram has 40 children. _
“We have the space we didn’t have before,”
said Ms. Smith, marveling at an expansive
gymnasinmthatalsosuvesasthecakwria.
“It’s very special.”
Frank Lipscomb, school board presi-
dent, said his vision is to “fill this school to
capacity.”'l‘hu’eatecunmﬂyWSStudents
enrolled.
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Breast cancer survivor
to guide new patients

by Rebecca McClay
Staff Writer

As National Breast Cancer Awareness Month
begins to wrap up, one local breast cancer sur-
vivor is ready to join Frederick County Memorial
Hospital’s breast cancer program, established
this year.

Corina Noah, 44, of Jefferson said she wants
to use lessons from her own illness to guide new
patients through breast cancer diagnosis and
freatment processes.

Frederick Memorial Hospital this year is es-
tablishing an integrated program that will in-
clude a mentor-like support system for new
breast cancer patients. Noah said she plans to

icipate asamentor. .

"It's a new chapter in my life,” Noah said. “I
couldn’t have done it five years ago, but now it's
time to move on.”

Noah, who is a gym instructor at St. John's
Regional School in Frederick, first found a lump
in her breast at age 20. She said she initially hes-
itated getting a mammogram because she was
younger than the majority of breast cancer pa-
tients '

"But I watched it a lot," she said of the slow-

ing lump in her right breast.

In 1996, Noah was living in Gaithersburg
with her 3-year-old daughter, Jasmine, and her
husband when she noticed a protruding mass
under her arm. Noah was then an employee at

Shady Grove Hospital and received a mammo-
gram there that revealed only minor calcifica-
tions.

She then turned to the Bethesda National In-

stitute of Health, where a biopsy confirmed the
lump was cancerous and had ru

"] was in shock," Noah said. "You really don’t
ything but the word ‘cancer.” But I was.

hear an
very lucky. It would have been much worse if it
had been aggressive." :

Aggressive cancer grows at a faster pace,
which- may limit treatment options to
chemotherapy for some patients. With a more
manageable cancer, Noah opted to have a mas-
tectomy. s

“] wanted this thing out,” Noah said. “I
wanted to get back to my life.”

Noah said her six months of recovery took
an emotional toll on her and her family.

“It all came crashing in on me,” Noah said.
“When you're going through something like
that, you're really plowing through a lot of emo-
tions. I was scared. I lost a part of myself. I really
had to rebuild my self confidence.”

The Pink Ribbon Project in Frederick last Sat-
urday featured information booths, a "pink
drink" happy hour and a panel discussion at C.
Burr Artz Public Library on how men cope with
their wives being dia with breast cancer.

Noah said her husband had a difficult time
trying to help her during the illness.

"He was 4rying to constantly fix it," Noah

' ‘i;

- I

Corina Noah of Jefferson teaches gym class Monday at St. John's Regional Catholic
SchooLAbmastcamersuer.Noahpianstoparﬂclpateasamtormbreastm
cerpaﬂentshanewprogramoﬂendbyFredeﬂckMemoﬂalHospltaL

said.

Other local breast cancer survivors, such as
Colonial Jewelers owner Patty Hurwitz, agreed
that their husbands and family members pro-
vided an emotional support system.

"I had tremendous support from my hus-
band," Hurwitz said. "Everybody was incredi-
bly rtive and that makes a difference."

Ifllgﬁ?who moved to Frederick in 1997 and
had her son Matthew in 1998, began teaching

fitness in 2001 aﬁu%@d\n\g certifi-
cate for aerobics. She is in the business
P at Mount Saint Mary’s College.

gz regularly participates in 5K run-walk
race to raise funds for breast cancer causes such
as the annual Susan B. Komen Race in Washing-
ton, D.C. F

‘T've never any of the steps I've
taken,” Noah said. “Every step was the right
0:El’
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ST. JOHN REGIONAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL AT OPOSSUMTOWN PIKE

“We ask people to come in and share
their knowledge and experiences,” said
Carol Gill, a QUEST teacher.

QUEST Is an acronym for Questioning,
Understanding, Exploring, Sharing, Thinking.
The program is open to students at SIRCS
in grades one through eight. Parents and
other volunteers who have a hobby, profes-
sion or personal interest they would like to
share with the students, can contact the
school at 3016626722 or email QUESTat-
SJRCS@hotmail.com. <

//

5.

As part of their QUEST research project, a few St. Johin students visited
Charlotte Young Clem Langbehn, center, at her home in Catonsville,
From left are Evan Spangler, 7; Sarah Kovalchick. 8; Mrs. Langhehn, 81;
Janine Bairiger, 10; and Elisabeth Cutchin, 11

TOP: A hand-engraved slate stone stands in the small cemetery

adjacent to St. John Regional Catholic School on Opossumtown
Pike in Frederick. The stone m: orge Clemsen's burial site
(1751-1823), though it may not be standing exactly where he was
buried

e tlie /)3, 2005

QUEST

4 students
research the
history of a
farm graveyard

BySUBANGUYNN

News-Post Staff
Wl:hmm '

FREDERICK — When George Clemsen
was laid to rest on a December day in 1823, his
mmily most probably never imagined that his

final resting place in the small cemetery on
Opossumtown Pike would become a bit of a
mystery more than 180 years later.

The cemetery is located in a small grove of
trees adjacent to the recently-opened St. John
Regional Catholic School (SJRCS). There are
about half a dozen headstones — some
upright, others broken and scattered about —
and what appears to be a fieldstone crypt,
withavmﬂtsdeel!ingandamxth'ondoor

Not so many years ago, dairy cattle
roamed the fields where schoolchildren now
learn and play. To some of those children, the
mysteryo!theeemeterylsonetheyhopeto

Eour students, in grades two through six,
.are working on the mystery as their project in
"the school's QUEST program, which provides
a variety of enrichment activities for stu-
dents. A QUEST instructor, Lisa Cutchin, who
is also the school’s art teacher, suggested the
cemetery project to the students, who were
then eager to pursue it, Most of the students
were not aware of the cemetery'’s existence,

“I didn't know there was a cemetery until
Mrs. Cutchin said there was. That’s when I
found out,” said 10-year-old Janine Bainger of
Frederick, a sixth-grader at the school.

Through interviews of some former resi-
dents and information documented from
other resources, the students have learned a
lot about the cemetery and the farm that sur-
rounded it. Recently, the students, Mrs.
Cutchin and two other QUEST teachers, Peg
O'Hara and Carol Gill, visted 81-year-old
Charlotte Young Clem who was
born in 1924 in the brick farmhouse that used
to stand about where the front entrance of the
school is now located. Mrs, Langbehn lives in
a Catonsville retirement community.

By chance, Mrs. Cutchin discovered Mrs.
Langbehn's connection to the farm. “My
mother lived at the retirement community
nndlhadanauntwholivedtlwm.too.She

On her visits to the retirement home, the
women would talk about Frederick. “We start-
ed to talk about the school and things when
she said we were building our school where
shé was born,” said Mrs. Cutchin. “I asked her
if she would be willing to talk to students if *
we came down, and she was willing to do
that.” After talking to Mrs. Langbehn, they
decided to make it a QUEST project.

“We wrote up questions we were going to
ask Mrs. Langbehn,” said 11-year-old Elisa-
beth Cutchin, a sixth-grader at the school and
Mrs. Cutchin’s daughter. The questions were
grouped into categories, such as cemetery,
farm life and the house, and each child asked
the questions in his or her assigned category.
All of the students recorded, on paper, Mrs.

'S ANSWers,

“I asked if any of her relatives were buried
there and did she see anyone get buried
there,” said Sarah Kovalchick, 8, who is in the
third grade. Mrs. Langbehn said she didn't see
any burials there, except for a few animals,
and doesn't think any of the graves hold her
relatives,

“The cemetéry predates her family,” said
Mrs. Cutchin. “So we know it's much older
than we originally thought,” possibly dating
to the 1700s. George Clemsen was born in 1751.

Mrs. Langbehn, an only child, was born in

(See STUDENTS C4)

Staff photos by Doug Koontz

itholic School students, from left, Janine Bainger, 10; Evan

Kovalchick, 8; and Elisabeth Cutchin, 11, have been
nryoheomcterylmtedonmuchoolpmpemmolrm
shool's QUEST program.

4 Photo courtesy of Lisa Cutchin
farmhouse used to‘stand on the site of the recently-con-
legional Catholic School on Opossumtown Pike in Frederick.
t the school are ifivolved in a research project to learn more
of the site, Mllchmoncoawryhm,andumallm
adheonttot!nnuschool

y tmmt.hnmeheplantedﬂ)ymago.
have also talked to said Mrs. Cutchin. The tree grows at
mily who last owned ' the edge of the graveyard, which is
nd Peggy Garst. enclosed by wire fencing.
sy to gather walnuts “Nobody seemed to know a lot about

(the cemetery),” said Mrs. Garst in a
phone interview. “We just put a lot of
stuff there (branches and trimmings)
for wildlife and birds,” she said of the
time the family farmed the land. “(Mr.
Garst’s) uncle had a beehive up there
whenwemovedm e
i arst moved e farm
vuth his parents, shegaid “They re&)st?;i
the farm. We rented the farm for 10
years, then we bought it” in 1963 from
Sam Young. She recalled one of : her
daughters writing down the names on
the gravestones, but, generally, they
were not interested in

“In the spring, it grew up with poi-
son (ivy) and stickers,” she said."“No

one ever cleaned it up. Many people did-

n't know it was a graveyard. We fenced
around it.”

In his book “Names in Stone”
Joseph Holdcraft wrote that he visited
the cemetery in 1960 and found six
graves. Holdcraft traveled the county,
documenting cemeteries in the 1950s
and '60s.

Janet Davis, Frederick County’s his-
toric preservation planner, found only
three markers when she visited the site
about 15 years ago — George Clemsen's
slate tombstone, a white marble marker
for C.A. Wachter, a Civil War soldier
with Company C, 1st Maryland Cavalry,
and an initial monument with the let-
ters “E.CK.”

“That was probably Elizabeth Can-
non Keyser,” said Ms. Davis. Her hus-
band is believed to be buried in the
cemetery, too.

“The names, they don't appear to
have any link, but they did to the people
who owned this farm over time” said
Ms. Davis.

The project will likely take many
twists and turns before it’s completed.
Some students are interested in discov-
ering more clues about the cemetery;
others are more interested in finding
out more about the house, the farm and
what life was like living on the farm.

“This is their program. They have
S0 many interests,” said Carol Gill, a
SJRCS QUEST teacher. The slate Clem-
sen marker in the cemetery was hand-
carved following the design of the
severely weathered original marker.
“Why was that done?” she asked.

The project could take a few years
to complete, said Mrs. Cutchin. “Even-
tually we'll put our research together
and share it with our community,” she

“It s like a mystery you can't stop,”
said Janine.

-4
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St. John Regional Catholic
~ School has announced the follow-

ing:

W SJRCS will host an informa-
tion night on Internet Safety for
parents of middle school age chil-
dren at 7 p.m., Jan. 24, at the
school. Officer Mike Sabol of the
Frederick County Sheriff’s Office
specializes in Internet crime and
will be giving an informative talk
about children using the Internet.
Due to the nature of the topic, the
presentation is for adults only
and is open to the public. SJRCS |
is located at 8414 Opossumtown
Pike, one mile past Frederick |
Community College. ‘

B SJRCS kicks off Catholic
Schools Week from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m., Jan. 28, at Francis Scott
Key Mall with performances with
other Catholic schools in the ‘
mall’s center court. -

B SJRCS will welcome L.

_Gov. Michael Steeleat 10 a.m., .
Jan. 30, as the keynote speaker |

for its Community Day Assembly.
B SJRCS will hold an open
house from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Feb.
1, for the public to tour the
school and learn about the cur-
riculum and school activities.

| Reese W. Warner Jr.

From left: Matthew Warner joins Community Foundation Trustee Doug

_Selby in presenting a $30,000 check to St. John Regional Catholic
School, represented by Principal Karen Smith, Development Director
Jean Wright and the Rev. Keith Boisvert, pastor.

St. John Regional Catholic
School awarded $30,000

FREDERICK —  The R.W.
Warner Inc. Fund, one of more
than 520 funds held by The
Community Foundation of
Frederick County, awards
$30,000 to St. John Regional
Catholic School. )

Founded by R.W. Warner Inc.,
and
Matthew M. Warner in memory
of Reese W, Warner Sr. and Mary
J. Warner as a donor-advised
fund, The R.W. Warner Inc. Fund
allows the Warner family to rec-
ommend where charitable dis-
bursements should be directed,
pending approval from the Com-
munity Foundation’s Board of
Trustees.

St. John Regional Catholic

" School will use the grant from

The R.W. Warner fund to pur-
chase playground equipment.

One of the oldest schools in
continuous operation on the east-
ern seaboard, St. John's traces its
roots to the Rev. John McElroy, a
Jesuit who laid the initial corner-
stone.

The school was originally
located in historic downtown
Frederick but moved to a new
building on Opossumtown Pike in
the summer of 2005.

“Both of my grandmothers, as

well as my mother and father,
attended St. John Regional
Catholic School,” said Matthew
Warner. “Also, my two sons cur-
rently attend St. John’s, so I have
a strong connection and desire to
improve the school for future stu-
dents. My family have been long-
‘time supporters of the school, and
now we would like to assist them
even further through our donor-
advised fund by providing the
means for them to construct a
suitable playground for the chil-
dren.” :

Since 1986, the Community
Founddtion has been working
with individuals, families, busi-
nesses, nonprofits and civic
organizations to set up funds,
such as The R.W. Warner, Inc.
Fund, that support charitable
causes throughout Frederick
County.

The Community Foundation
has awarded more than $12 mil-
lion in grants and scholarships to
the local community in its 19-year
history.

To learn more about the Com-
munity Foundation, including
how to start a fund, visit its Web
site at www.cffredco.org or call
301-695-7660.
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Schools to celebrate Catholic education

by Keith L. Martin
Staff Writer

Frederick County will be among
the many places across the nation
celebrating Catholic Schools Week
next week.

Each year, Catholic schools host
a number of events for students
and the community to learn more
about religious education in their
area. The theme for this year’s
Catholic Schools Week is “ c-
ter. Compassion. Values.”

“This explains to the general
public what our core values are,”
said Karen Smith, principal of St.
John Regional Catgohc School in
Frederi

“The theme tells what it is
about Catholic schools that
makes them a choice for parents

ersus public education.”

Students in kindergarten
through eighth grades at St.
John’s will mark the week in a
number of ways, from providing
music and entertainment at Fran-
cis Scott Key Mall to student and
teacher appreciation days.

The school will also hold its
annual Community Day Assem-
bly, highlighting the various com-
munity service activities done b
students. This year’s event
include a keynote speech by Lt.
Gov. Michael S. Steele.

“This event brings all the stu-
dents together for a chance to
‘brag’ to the rest of the school
population,” Smith said. “Stu-
dents in the first grade get to hear
about projects done by eighth-
Fraders Service and service

earning is a laxge part of our
Catholic identity.”

TATL:1 ﬂ]-na

Galendar of events

+ Saturday: To kick off the week, var-
ious Catholic schools will have infor-
mational booths at Francis Scott Key
Mall from 10 am. to 3 p.m. Perfor-
mance groups from schools including
Mother Seton Elementary School in
Emmitsburg and Visitation Academy
in Frederick will also provide entertain-
ment in the mall's center court.

- Monday: St. John Regional
Catholic School holds its Community
Day Assembly at 10 am., at the
school. The keynote speaker for the
event will be Lt Gov. Michael Steele.

- Wednesday: St John Regional

Saturday through Feb. 4, Frederick County Catholic schools will join others
across the nation in celebrating Catholic Schools Week. The following events
are just some of those occurring across the county:

Catholic School will welcome mem-
bers of the community for an open
house from 9 am.to 1 p.m., at 8414
Opossumtown Pike in Frederick.

+ Feb. 2: From 7:30-9 am,, St. John's
at Prospect Hall will hold anopen - ¢
house at 898 Butterfly Lane in Freder-
ick. All current and prospective fami-
lies are invited to tour the facility while
classes are in session and to meet
faculty and students.

+ Feb. 3: Visitation Academy will host
an open house from 10 am.fo 2 pm.
for current and prospective families. The

“school is at 200 E. Second St, Frederick.

numerous events including open
houses at a number of Frederick
County institutions.

“This is our spirit week, just
like ‘American Education Week’
in public schools,” she said. “We
want prospective parents and the
general community to see what
we're all about.”

With St. John’s at Prospect
- Hall preparing to move from its

d]:us at Butterfly Lane in Fred-
erick in the next two to three
years, school officials are anxious
. to inform the public about the
college preparatory high school.

“A big part of Catholic Schools
Week is promoting Catholic edu-
cation and ourselves,” said
Michael Schultz, coordinator of

admissions and alumni relations.

CR/Owen Sweeney Ill
Barbara Phillips, media specialist at St. John Regional Catholic School, Fred-
erick, reads to kindergarten students in the school's library Jan. 17.

“As we are getting ready to
move, this is a good opportunity

to present this aspect to the com-

N £ 4
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:’rede;ick goes over the days of the week during mornin
an. 1

CR/Owen Sweeney II|

Jean Kline, pre-kindergarten teacher at St. John Regional Catholic School

g gathering time

EMMMM“&MhWD‘MNMMhNGhM during his visit to St. Johns Regional
mmmkcummuwnqulmmmmmm ”
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Students
present
projects

As part of Catholic Schools Week,
St. John's Regional Catholic School
held an assembly Monday to recog-
nize community contributions made
by students in various grades. -

For the past month, students
have participated in a variety of serv-

School Notes
BY GAZETTE STAFF

ice projects. Students in pre-kinder-
garten through third grade collected
supplies for the St. Vincent DePaul
Society to provide to the Cold Weath-
er Shelter, all for a “Keeping Frederick
Warm” program. Students in grades
four through eight supplied cheerful
messages to accompany deliveries
for the Meals on Wheels program.
Eighth-graders wrote letters and cre-
ated artwork for the Frederick Coun-
ty Department of Aging to be deliv-
ered to members of the Brunswick
Senior Center. )
Second-grader Matthew - Bow-
man and fourth-grader Christian
O'Reilly presented cold weather sup-
plies to Pauline Molano, St. Vincent
DePaul Society, and third-grader
Nadia Maduschke along with eighth-
grader Mark Warner presented to
Cathy Barnes, Frederick COunty
of Aging. Addressing the
students in recognition of their serv-
ice were Lt. Gov. Michael S. Steele
and Frederick Mayor W. Jeff
Holtzinger. First-grader Rebecca
Vaudreuil and fifth-grader Daniel
Moore presented a handmade rosary
to each of these speakers. '

St. John's Regional Catholic students (from left) Shawn Jones, Amy Cutchin,
William Brown, Celeste Coajon, and Teresa Eade sing at the Francis Scott Key
mall on Saturday, as part of Catholic Schools Week. For more on the week of
activities at St. John's, see School Notes (left).

BILL RYAN/THE GAZETTE -
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Frederick’s carillon c

oLepald

on as a musical landmark

This is one in a series of histories of bells that will be rung dur-

ing Bell and History Days in Frederick County on April 1 and 2
" The weekend also marks the opening of county museums for the

spring-summer season.

By GEORGIE VANBROCKLIN
Special to The News-Post

A groundbreaking ceremony took place April 2, 1941, and the

The carillon was built in memory of Joseph Dill Baker who
carillon was dedicated the same year on Nov. 31. The Baker Tower

FREDERICK — Long a landmark and historic attraction, the
died in 1938. Mr. Baker donated the land Baker Park was built on,
and was regarded as “Frederick’s First Citizen” for his generosi-

Joseph Dill Baker Memorial Tower and Carillon in Baker Park
166 carillons exist across the country and Frederick’s is consid-

ered one of the finest in the East.
ty and service to the community. A total of $45,000 was raised

toward the construction of the carillon with many people in the

community donating, including children giving pennies from

has graced Frederick with concerts and chimes since 1941. Only
their piggy banks.

The first music played on the carillon at the dedication was

Mr. Baker’s favorite hymn, “Abide With Me,” performed by Henry

T. Wade, professor of music at Hood College.
Although it has always been called “the carillon,” in 1941 it
wasn't a carillon. It had only 14 bells with a compass of an octave

Baltimore County granite. The foundation extends 12 feet under-

is 70-feet high and 16-feet square at the base and is constructed of
ground and rests on solid rock.

\




Y Narete 2, 2006

eight will demonstrate their skills and
abilities through projects in all subjects.

Parents and students in grade four
are invited to learn about their move to
the fifth grade. Parents can also see the

Frederick School Notes

changes that have taken place since the
school moved from its old building on
Second Street.

Principal Karen Smith instituted
the night after receiving great feedback
from a similar night she put together at
aschool in New Jersey.

“For language arts in grade eight,
the students are acting out parts of

Shakespeare’s ‘King Lear,” Smith said.

“Grade-six students are currently read-
{ing‘The Hobbit’ and will perform activ-
s ;tll?drela“;tsldédmatbook and fifth-
school lllght phmd ers and write poetry.”

Middle _ Other presentations include origa-
St. John's Regional Catholic School, i creations and their relationship to
8414 Oppossumtown Pike in Frederick, ~geometry, displays of National History
will host Middle Schoolin Action Night ~ Day projects, Hispanic culture presen-
at 7 p.m., Wednesday. _ tations and an explanation of how St.

Students in grades five through John celebrates Pi Day on March 14.

M St. John’s announced a American Cancer Society.

new summer camp program
-~ “Camp Exploration” to be held
from 9 a.m. to noon, July 10-
Aug. 4, for children entering
kindergarten through eighth
grades. Call the school at 301-
662-6722, ext. 2204 for details;

B As one of its community
service projects during
Catholic Schools Week, St.
John’s students contributed
$569.03 for the Frederick Memo-
rial Hospital’s Cancer Patient
Assistance Fund. The money
was collected during the mass
celebrated by Bishop Francis
Malooly and pastors from the
seven regional Catholic parish-
es the school serves;

LOCAL Frederick Post - Marel 7,20006 .

Catholic school teachers honored St

The Friends of Catholic Education honored the dedication and accomplishments of Frederick County's Catholic school teachers
recently at Iits elghth annual Teacher Appreciation Dinner. More than 200 teachers and administrators from Frederick County's
Catholic schools as well as clergy and archdiocesan guests attended the event. The keynote speaker was Dan Curtin, executive direc-
tor of the Natlonal Cathollc Education Assoclation. From left are Al Edwards, president of Friends of Catholic Education; teacher award
reciplents Sara Oxendine of St. John Reglonal Catholic School, Theresa Pedersen of Visitation Academy, Aimee Ballantine of St. John's
Literary Institution at Prospéct Hall and Kim Perseghin of St. Thomas More Academy; and Caroline Tatum Pugh, executive director of

Friends of Catholic Education.




Staff photo by Skip Lawrence

St. John Regional Catholic School seventh-graders Julianne Walker, left, and Caro-

line DeLany display their poster of facts about pi Tuesday. March 14 marked Pi Day,
and it was honored at the school. Students participated in the event, celebrating
the ancient Greek discovery of the formulas for calculating the circumference of
a circle. Students created games, posters, poems and lists of facts; wrote essays;
and sang songs, all about the constant, pi. Students, teachers and parents brought
in dozens of homemade deserts. March 14 was selected as Pi Day because the
date’s numerical representation, 3/14, is the closest approximation of the value
of pi.
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St. John's students
research history
of school property

BY JULI GUIFFRE
SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

As St. John's Regional Catholic
School was preparing to move to
its new location on Opossumtown
Pike, Quest teacher Peg O'Hara
brainstormed a unique project for

-the students to

Designed for gifted and talent-
ed students and based on the Ren-
zulli method, the Quest enrich-
ment program encourages stu-
dents’ interest in specific topics.
O'Hara said she thought learning
the history of the new school
property would be interesting and

In the chaos of the move last
fall, the project was put off, but
with students settled in their new
building, the project is now in full

swing.

After months of research, the

up knows little more about the
land than that it was previously a
farm with a cemetery adjacent to
the property. The cemetery today
consists of six headstones, some
broken, as well as a deteriorated
mausoleum. Many names on the
stones are unreadable, and there is
no way of knowing if there are
more people buried than the
stones indicate.

As part of the project, four stu-
dents traveled to Catonsville to
visit a woman who was born in a
house that used to stand on the
property. Sixth-graders Elisabeth
Cutchin and Janine Bainger, third-
grader Sarah Kovalchick and sec-
ond-grader Evan Spangler visited
Charlotte Young Clem
now 81, who was born in the big
white house.

The students asked Langbehn
about the history of the house and
what it was like when she ;;hl?;'d
there. Langbehn recollected play-
ing on her father’s farm and play-
ing in the cemetery; she said the
cemetery was there before she was
born. :

In December, project partici-
pants met to outline the goals for
the project. Elisabeth Cutchin said
the group plans to visit the Freder-
ick County Courthouse to gather
deeds and titles, as well as find out

whohasliv_edondmpropmng
descendants the students could

Fifth-grader Marissa Mad-
uschke said her motivations for
joining the project were mainly
cleaning up the cemetery. “It
should be a place of remem-
brance, not fear,” she said.

The students plan to take part

_inabeautification of the cemeery,
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Student readies for national bee

Competing for the statewide
Geography Bee competition Satur-
day at Towson University, St. John's
Regional Catholic School eighth-
grader Jay Plamondon casually asked
his father, "What round do you think

School Notes

I'll get out in?"

Jay didn't know how wrong his
assumptions would turn out to be:
He went on to win the state competi-
tion in his grade level and is prepar-
ing to travel to Washington, D.C, for
the national competition, May 23
and 24 at National Geographic head-
quarters.

Thousands of schools from
across the country compete in the
National Geographic Bee each year,
using materials prepared by the
National Geographic Society. Stu-
dents in grades four through eight
compete. Questions range from
which state has a suitable climate to

a eertain fruit to which country
has the world's largest Muslim popu-
lation. Winners receive a $25,000 col-
lege scholarship.

Jay has competed in his schoel’s
competition each year. Last year, he
won the competition and tied for
11th at the state level, so his hopes
were not extremely high this year.

As the level of competition
increases, so does Jay’s level of study.

"When I go into the school com-
petition, 1 usually haven't studied,”
he said. “For states, I picked up an
atlas and made sure I knew all my

rivers and capitals and other things.
I'll do some more serious studying
for nationals. I'm going to try to get
some National Geographic maga-
zines and research online. My dad is
making me read an article in the
paper every day." ‘

Jay is nervous about the national
competition but is going into it with
a relaxed attitude. "Sometimes it’s
the luck of the draw: You either know
it or you don't. I got a little lucky at
states; I threw two answers out there
that I wasn't sure-about, and they
came back correct.”

Maryland Public Television inter-
viewed Jay Tuesday for a documen-
tary about a few kids on their road to
the national competition.

—JuLl GUIFFRE
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Students quality

for Maryland
History Day

FREDERICK — Thirty-seven
students qualified at the National
History Day district competition
for Frederick County, held recent-
ly at Middletown High School.
These students will move on to
participate in the upcoming
Maryland History Day competi-
tion April 22 in Rockville.

National History Day is a nation-
al program that promotes learning
history through conducting
research and preparing interpreta-

Thursday, April 27, 2006 -

tive projects. All students in grades
612 are eligible to participate in the
annual contest. There are two divi-
sions of competition: Junior (grades
68) and Senior (grades 9-12). Within
ies: Paper, Exhibit, Perf
and Documentary. Students can
work individually or in groups of 25
people in the categories, except for
the paper category. Each project,
excluding papers, must include a
process paper (500 words), and all

Essay winners

American Heritage Essay Contest winners were honored at a
recent meeting of the Yellow Springs Lions Club. After dinner,

bibliography.
One hundred twelve students

the winners read their essays, which will go on to a regional representing 10 teachers and eight
eompeﬂﬂw.smdontmnpmenbdwlﬂlpmmm- sghmlswmpetedﬁijlsthemmm
tured, from left, are: Middle school runner-up and winner district mma B Yl:al“sijs thtggan
Sara Covich and Jessi Breen, Yellow Springs Lions Club nIakmgl ety e

Peresident Tony 0'Toole, Lions essay winner Elmer Breeden,
high-school winner Ted Dacey, Yellow Springs Lions Club Pro-
gram Director Rick Vose and adult winner Ethel Brauer.

Luther and the Protestant Reforma-

tion, Dean Smith and Jackie Robin-

son desegregating athletics, protect-
vigilantism.

Monocacy Middle, St. John's at
Prospect Hall, St. John's Regional
Catholic, Urbana High, Walkersville
Middle, and West Frederick Middle.

Each student who competed in
the district contest received a cer-
tificate. Students finishing first or
second in their categories earned
medals and an invitation to Mary-
land History Day.

The students advancing to

Junior Division include: Emily
Brown, Matthew Gabb, Lauren
Lucernoni, Dylan Veraart, Kayla
Park-Brouse, Katie Mark, David
Lieb, Chris Miller, Byron Pickett,
Frankie Romeo, Allison Peters,
Chelsea Paul, Eliza Zolfo, Kara

books

’TECEIVE

“delighted to share these materials
ns that offer a range of
around the nation,” she said.
For more information on the
“We the People” program and the -
awards, go to www.humanities.gov.

stermaker, James Pressly, Jeane-
va Gagne, Meredith Deener, Kate-
1yn Rossick, Rachel Burdette,
Emily Hughes, and Sarah Spiegel.
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“This collection is particularly

can.
American” to St. John relevant to our community today, -

Burr Artz Public Library in Freder-

ick.

libraries, said the library system is

perspectives on becoming Ameri-

econo!nic angl social debates
regarding immigration are taking

lace

p

with patro
especially in light of the political,

-~

z

the

history

of the time with chil-

ergarten
and the

See” by

as ‘A Tree
Garland. All of the books are

the books col-

School and the C.
such
" by

I, said the school is
excited about the award

5

STAFFWRITER
The National Endowment for
the Humanities has awarded a set
with a few titles also fea-
for St. John Regional

of classic books on the theme of

to integrate

Education Briefs

a Spanish edition. Each title
School

touches on stories of immigrants

who have come to the United

States. ]
Barbara Phillips, media center

il

The award includes 15 books
for students in kind

The two county locations are
among 2,000 schools and libraries
across the nation and overseas to

receive the books as

BY KEITH L. MARTIN
“We want to use

laboratively

School, libr
from national endowment

:
|
:

gram focusing on American history

endowment's “We the People” pro-
and culture.
through 12th grade,

Grows in Brooklyn’
Hamilton and “The Lotus
Sherry

in

furing
potential learning opportunities.
and thoughts

ing with those in lower grades
relations manager for coun

dren,” she said.

projects must have an annotated .

range of topics such as Martin *

Maryland History Day in the-

Henson, Kate Binzer, Regina Fen-  Mary

Allison Peters, a student at West
Frederick Middle school, was
awarded first place, Junior Indi-
vidual Performance category at
the National History Day district

level competition.
Representing Frederick Coun-
ty in the Senior Division will be:
Joselle McCracken, i
Dan , Tyler

Patrick Georgi, and S -

Students competing at Mary-
land History Day can win several
prizes as well as earn the right to
move on to the national competi-
tion, which is held at the Univer-
sity of Maryland each June. Top
prize.at the national contest is a
four-year scholarship to a Case
Western University. Last year,
Frederick County had a team not
only win first place in the state for
Senior Group Documentary but
also make it to the final round of
judging for the national contest.

National History Day in Fred-
erick County is made possible
with the help of teachers, parents,
numerous volunteers, and the
support of the Maryland Humani-
ties Council, Columbia Gas of
Maryland, Catoctin Center for
Regional Studies, Frederick
County Historic Sites Consor-
tium, Frederick County Public
Schools, Frederick County
Retired School Personnel Associa-
tion, Historical Society of Freder-
ick County, Honors College at
Frederick Community College,
land Room at C. Burr Artz
Library, Frederick County Public
Libraries, National Museum of
Civili War Medicine and the
National Park Service.
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.St. John Regional Cathohc student
advances to national geography bee

By SARAH BREITENBACH

News-Post Staff
sbreitenbacha fredericknewspost.com

IJAMSVILLE — At first
glance, Jay Plamondon looks
like an average 13-year-old with
braces and a floppy haircut. But
pay a little attention and you'll
notice he has the handshake of
an expert businessman and an
uncanny ability to casually toss
around weighty terms like per-
capita income.

Jay, an eighth grader at St.
John Regional Catholic School,
brought home top honors in the
Maryland National Geographic
Bee on March 31 after defeating
about 100 fourth- through
eighth-graders from around the
state.

Next month he will compete

in the national bee hosted by

Jeopardy’s Alex Trebek in Wash
ington.

The competition isn't just
about naming states, countries
and capitals. It involves under-
standing not only where places
are, but factors like commerce,
culture and physical geography.

~ The National Geographic
Society developed the bee in 1989
because of poor geographic

knowledge among young people
in the United States.

The National Geographic Bee
Web site provides sample ques-
tions like: “Which capital city
located on the Suriname River
has distinctive Dutch colonial
architecture?”

Obviously, the challenge isn’t

meant to be easy. (The answer is
Paramaribo.

Jay said it takes a great deal

of concentration to win a bee |

and the most important thing is
to listen intently to the question
being asked, something he for-

gottodolastyearwhenhe.

placed 11th in the state competi-
tion.

“I do know that I really lis-
tened to every question (this
year),” he said. “ ... you really
havetobreakxtdowntosome—
thing simpler than the question
asked (of) you.”

Since winning the Maryland :

competition, Jay has realized
that there’s no time to waste
before the national competition
begins May 22.

“They’re probably going to be
really nitpicky,” he said.

The first-place winner at the

(See LOCATION A-8)

Staff photo by Skip Lawrence

Jay Plamondon, an eighth-grader at St. John Regional Catholic
School, won the Maryiand National Geographic Bee on March 31.
He will attend the vnatlonal competition in Washington in May.

Location

(Continued from A-5)

national level will take home a
$25,000 college scholarship. -

Jay and his father, Jim Plam-
ondon, have reviewed questibns
from last year’s national compe-
tition online.

They're difficult. Jay said he
didn’'t know the answers to any
of them.

“After you're studying all these
maps, all these atlasos, you get
this mental map in your mind,” he
said. “ ... you really have to know
every aspect of the world.”

Jay’s mother, Cary Plamon-
don, said his geography ability is
innate.

“T gave him a puzzle of the
United States when he was a kid
and the next thing I know, he
said he knew all the names of the
(states and capltals), she said.

Jay was 5 when he first stud-
ied the puzzle. Throughout child-
hood he continued to read maps
and atlases as if they were regu-
lar books, Ms. Plamondon said.-

“Different kids have different
interests, I guess that ]ust

sparked it,” she said.
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St. John Regional
student enters
national competition

GEORGE P. MATYSEK JR.
gmatysek@catholicreview.org -

Jay Plamondon is mad for maps.

Whether it’s a simple street map detail-
ing his native Frederick County or a com-
plex historical atlas outlining 19th cen-
tury political territories, the 13-year-old
eighth-grader at St. John Regional Catho-
lic School in Frederick has studied it all.

With the walls of his bedroom decorat-
ed with maps and his shelves abundantly
stocked with atlases, the young parishio-
ner of St. John, Frederick, has plenty of
resources to keep him occupied.

It’s that hands-on passion for geography
that has put Jay in elite company.

Jay was named the Maryland State
Geography Bee champion at a competi-
tion sponsored by JPMorgan Chase for
the National Geographic Society at Tow-
son University March 31. He was part of
a national field of nearly five million
students ranging in age from 11-14.

After claiming the state title, Jay entered
the national competition in Washington,
D.C., May 23 but did not make it to the
final round that pitted the top 10 finalists
in a May 24 competition hosted by televi-
sion quiz show host Alex Trebek.

“I love looking and seeing where
everything is,” said Jay, who is equally
fascinated by history, politics, econom-
ics and world culture.

“It’s interesting how countries can be
so close but so different,” he said.

Much of Jay’s knowledge of geography
flows from his love of maps. He knows
all the state capitals, nearly all the world
capitals and many capitals of territories
and provinces.

“I have a visual memory,” he said. “I
couldn’t memorize every capital w1thout
looking at an atlas.”

In the state competition, it was his love
for maps that helped Jay answer the win-
ning question: “Danvm, the capital of
this country’s territory, is closer to Indo-
nesia and to Papua New Guinea than its
own country’s capi

“I knew that if it was closer to Papua
New Guinea, the answer had to be Aus-
tralia,” said Jay, who became interested
in geography when he played with toy
puzzlemapswhenhewasSyears old.

Jay said he is surprised by the lack of

Prederick geh whiz charts ay to top
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st. John Regional Catholic School, Frederick, student Jay Plamondon was entered in a national geography competition May 23.

basic geographical knowledge among
many Americans. According to a new
National Geographic-Roper Public Affairs
2006 Geographic Literacy Study released
in May, one-third of the 18-24 year-olds
surveyed could not locate Louisiana, and
almost half could not locate Mississippi on
a U.S. map.

Only four out of 10 were able to find
Iraq, and nearly 90 percent of those
questloned could not find Afghanistan.

Jay, a National Junior Honor Society
member who will attend St. John’s Cath-
olic Prep in Frederick next year, said his
studies at St. John helped prepare him for
the competition. Ethel Brauer, Jay’s social
studies teacher, accompanied him to the
national competition.

While Jay has received a lot of atten- -
_tion in recent days, including being one

of three competitors profiled in a half-
hour television documentary called
“Road to the Geography Bee,” he seems
to be taking his fame in stride. While
Bonny Jain of Illinois, the winner of the
national competition, studied four hours
a day for the event, Jay said that s a bit
much for him.

“I'd rather be playing outside,” said
Jay, a hockey and baseball player. “I'm
not obsessed with geography. It’s just
interesting to me.”

As for his future, Jay said it would be

“cool” to become a cartographer.
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1. The North
Atlantic current
brings warm
waters from
the tropics to
the west coast
of which
continent?

2. Which country
has the world’s
largest Muslim
population
- Indonesia or
Mexico?

3. What is the
term for a part
of an ocean or
sea that cuts far
into the border-
ing landmass
and may contain
one or more
bays?

4. Which Cana-
dian province
produces more
than half of
the country’s
manufactured
goods?

5. The port of
Rotterdam is

built on the delta

of which major
European river?

— B Br
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St. John’s hosts annual spring fair

St.

John's Regional Catholic

School will hold its 16th annual
spring fair on June 3-4 at the school,
8418 Oppossumtown Pike.

School Notes

JULI GUIFFRE & JESSICA SPRAGUE

* The event opens at 11 a.m. Satur-
day and at 12:30 p.m. Sunday. |

“Our school community is pleased

to have been welcomed by our neigh-

//:}:@&r/'ak/k/ws /00574 Jum Lo , ROO,

Institutional Advancement.

Michael Curren is presented the 2006 Distin-
guished Graduate Award by Jean Wright, director of

Jm ld:}

Kathleen Kelly.

Catholic Daughters of America, Court of Elizabeth
Ann Seton, presents the Catholic Girl Award to

St.John's Regional holds first
graduation in new school

For THE NEws-PosT

FREDERICK ' — Fifty-four
eighth grade students from St.
John Regional Catholic School
were awarded graduation certifi-
cates on June 9. The class of 2006
was the first to graduate from the
* new school located on Opossum-
town Pike in Frederick.

The graduation Mass and cere-

mony were celebrated in the
school’s McElroy Hall. The Rev.
Keith Boisvert, pastor of St.
Katharine Drexel, presided at the
Mass along with the Rev. Andy
Aaron, pastor, St. Timothy’s; the
Rev. Lawrence Frazier, pastor, St.
Joseph-on-Carrollton Manor; the

Rev. Wayne Funk, pastor, and the
Rev. Leo Tittler, senior priest, St.
John the Evangelist.

Mrs. Eileen Borowski, educa-
tion chairperson for the Catholic
Daughters of America, Court of
Elizabeth Ann Seton, presented
the Catholic Girl Award to gradu-
ate Kathleen Kelly. Miss Kelly is
also a member of the National Jr.
Honor Society. The class valedicto-
rian was James Plamondon Jr. and
salutatorian. was Sara Francis-
covich. Both are members of the
National Jr. Honor Society.

The Distinguished Graduate
award, given to Michael Currens,
is sponsored each year by the
National 'Catholic Educational

Association. The award provides
recognition to Catholic elemen-
tary school alumni who have
demonstrated personal and profes-
sional achievements in their adult
lives. Mr. Currens graduated from
the elementary school in 1969 and
then attended high school at St.
John's at Prospect Hall. He contin-
ued his education at the Universi-
ty of Maryland, Hood College and
George Washington University
where he obtained his PhD. He has
two daughters who are the fifth
generation of his family to attend
St. John Regional Catholic School.
He is also an active member of St.
John the Evangelist Church in
Frederick.
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* Two students at St. John

Regional Catholic School won
the Maryland Council on Eco-

_nomic Education’s A Picture is
Worth a Thousand Words

. poster contest.

. Eighth graders Carolyn

- Wright and Amy Cutchin had

 their posters selected by a

. panel of judges and will appear

- in the 2006-2007 economic con-

. cepts calendar.

*  Sixteen winners will be hon-

“ored at the Maryland Council
on Economic Education’s annu-

- al award program at Towson

: University on May 31.

. Each winner will receive a

. $50 U.S. Savings Bond.

Thursday, April 27, 2006 f -

School, library receive books
from national endowment

. BYKRITH L. MARTIN

. The National -Endowmént for
the Humanities has awarded a set

. of classic books on the theme of
~ “becoming American” to St. John

Regional Catholic School and the C.
Burr Artz Public Library in Freder-
ick. . :

Education Briefs

* The two county locations are
among 2,000 schools and libraries
across the nation and overseas to

_receive the books as part of the

endowment’s “We the People” pro-
gram focusing on American history
and culture. '

. The award includes 15 books
for students in kindergarten

through 12th grade, such as “A Tree
Grows in Brooklyn” by Virginia
Hamilton and “The Lotus Seed”

Sherry Garland. All of the books are
in English, with a few titles also fea-
furing a Spanish edition. Each title
touches on stories of immigrants

_ who have come to the United

States; ;- -, it by
Barbara Phillips, media center

épecialist for St. John Regional
- Catholic School, said the school is

excited about the award and the
potential learning opportunities.

- “We want to use the books col-
laboratively to integrate the history
and thoughts of the time with chil-
dren,” she said.

Phillips said- students will do
book reviews on the novels and old-
er students will conduct peer teach-
ing with those in lower grades on
the novels’ lessons.

Elizabeth Cromwell, public
relations manager for county

libraries, said the library system is
“delighted to share these materials
with patrons that offer a range of
perspectives on becoming Ameri-
can. ‘
“This collection is particularly
relevant to our community today,
especially in light of the political,
economic and social debates
regarding immigration are taking
place around the nation,” she said.
For more information on the
“We the People” program and the -
awards, go to www.humanities.gov.




